
February 26, 2026

Borrego Springs Watermaster

Joint TAC/EWG
Meeting
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WEST YOST

Agenda

I. Roll Call, Meeting Objectives, and Meeting Procedures

II. Public Comment

III. Review of the UCI GDE Study Report as Best Available Science

IV. Public Comment
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WEST YOST

Meeting Objectives

• Review the findings and recommendations of the TC Recommendation 
Report

• Clarify understanding of the results, conclusions, and recommendations in 
the UCI GDE Study Report

• Develop recommendations for the Watermaster Board for next logical steps

• TAC/EWG Recommendation Report
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WEST YOST

Meeting Procedures

• Members of the public have 3 minutes each during public comment periods 
at the beginning/ending of the meeting

• UCI has 10 minutes for an opening statement

• TAC/EWG members can ask questions of UCI staff throughout the meeting

• UCI has 10 minutes for a closing statement
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Conceptual Model in GMP
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Conceptual Model in UCI Report



WEST YOST

Summary of TC Findings and Recommendations 
Review of UCI GDE Study Report
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• UCI Report is a significant advancement in the scientific understanding of the Mesquite 
Bosque

• UCI Report indicates the Mesquite Bosque could be a GDE, but does not represent 
proof

• In many cases, we identified data gaps that hindered the interpretation of the data
• Role of deep soil moisture within the vadose zone as a potential water source that supports the 

Mesquite Bosque

• UCI Report “Partially Met” our criteria/opinion of BAS
• We do not currently consider the UCI GDE Study Report as BAS until the data gaps are 

sufficiently filled

• Our report provides several recommendations to fill the data gaps
• Kickstart a discussion with TAC/EWG on recommended next steps for Board consideration
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WEST YOST

Summary of TC Findings and Recommendations 
Review of UCI GDE Study Report
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• UCI Report indicates the Mesquite Bosque could be a GDE, but does not 
represent proof →

• In many cases, we identified data gaps that hindered data interpretation
• Role of deep soil moisture within the vadose zone as a potential water source that 

supports the Mesquite Bosque

• It’s premature to set SMC for groundwater levels or implement 
groundwater management actions beyond the Rampdown

• Primary TC recommendation for the Watermaster:
• Prepare a “Monitoring Program Work Plan”
• It may not be economically feasible for Watermaster to implement work plan
• Grants and partnerships may be necessary → work plan could assist in obtainin



WEST YOST

Next Steps
• Today – Q&A with TC and UCI 

and receive verbal TAC/EWG 
feedback

• Receive written feedback by 
March 12, 2026

• Comments on TC 
Recommendation Report

• Recommendations for next 
steps by the Watermaster

• Prepare a draft TAC/EWG 
Recommendation Report by 
late March/early April
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WEST YOST

Agenda

I. Roll Call, Meeting Objectives, and Meeting Procedures

II. Public Comment

III. Review of the UCI GDE Study Report as Best Available Science

IV. Public Comment
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Thank You!
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